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ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE - KASAMBA DRUM GROUP 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.51 pm]:  I inform the house of the recent success 
of the St Joseph’s College KaSamba drum group.  Music teacher Paul Raven and his year 7 and year 8 music 
students who make up KaSamba won a silver medal at the Australian International Music Festival in Sydney.  
The festival provides the opportunity for the very best performing groups from around the world to share their 
talents at international level.  This year, 18 orchestras and choirs from New Zealand and Singapore and other 
states of Australia competed at the Sydney Town Hall, the City Recital Hall Angel Place, the Sydney Opera 
House and the Harbourside Amphitheatre at Darling Harbour. 

With four performances in eight days, KaSamba amazed the judges with their unique brand of west African 
drumming, and it was one of only four groups asked to perform at the official opening.  Paul said that the 45 
students in KaSamba also took pleasure in knowing that their act was totally original, and that taking that unique 
style of music from Albany to Sydney was one of the best feelings and they could not have felt more proud. 

In February, KaSamba was asked to be the feature performer for the GWN Great Southern Multicultural Festival 
in Katanning, and it was support act for the group Ba Cissoko as part of the UWA Perth International Arts 
Festival.   

“KaSamba” means to bring a gift, and two years ago Paul shared his passion for west African drumming with his 
music students.  They were absolutely taken by the drumming style and soon after formed KaSamba.  Since that 
time, they have taken every opportunity to share their unique style of music with the Albany community and 
with people throughout the region, and they did a tour of Perth schools last year.  Congratulations to Paul Raven 
and KaSamba.  They are great ambassadors for our city. 
 


